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On January 14th, 1977, I was taken into custody for questioning being accused of 

subversion of the Republic (98). The main facts on which such allegations are 

founded, as are revealed from the investigation are: my open letter to Dr. Gustáv 

Husák from 1975 and suspicions that I was the main initiator and organizer of 

Charter 77. Later the charge was assigned to a separate criminal prosecution court, 

and now I'm just being prosecuted for an attempt to damage the interests of the 

Republic abroad (112) based on a different deed. In this situation and after careful 

consideration of all objective facts, I decided to offer guarantees to the Attorney 

General of Czechoslovakia with the intention that, henceforth, I will not participate in 

activities that may be classified as criminal. These guarantees, which I decided on 

voluntarily and for which I stand, contain among other things, a commitment to avoid 

public political speech. In the protocols specifying those guarantees I, nevertheless, 

expressly stated that I will never renounce or forsake my signature in Charter 77, or 

the moral obligation which follows from this signature, that is, to engage with 

persons who become the victims of injustice, and that I want to take advantage of all 

possibilities which I consider effective, constructive and in accordance with the 

Czech legal order. In reality, this does not change the fact that I have, under the given 

circumstances, resigned as spokesman of Charter 77. In its statement, Charter 77 

stresses that there is no attempt at political opposition, but that its aim is to promote 

the observance of civil rights where, in the opinion of the signatories, they are 

violated. I believe that the view I expressed in my letter to the prosecutor is consistent 

with that of its original intent [Charter 77]. To dissociate themselves from anything, 

except exclusively those campaigns which attempt to attribute to Charter 77 political 

oppositional goals, whether launched in foreign or domestic press articles. I feel I am 

a writer who is not indifferent to the citizens in his country and in no way a politician. 

The notice of my release from custody, which was published by Czechoslovak media, 

combined snippets taken out of context from the wording of my statements that I had 

never written. Therefore, I am afraid, my viewpoint was greatly distorted. 

 

May 21st, 1977       Václav Havel 


